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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: In the culture of pre-Islamic Arabia, words and expressions related to
Research Article “bayt” (house/family) held meanings beyond mere spatial references and,

in connection with tribal structures and kinship relations, carried social
and identity connotations. Although the term Ahl al-Bayt was not used in
a conventional or fixed sense as in the Islamic period, even its early and
sometimes simple usages warrant historical research. The central question
of this study is: how was the term or concept of Ahl al-Bayt employed in
the pre-Islamic era, and did it play a symbolic role in consolidating the
social status of certain families? This study employs a descriptive—
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1 July 2025 analytical method, drawing on literary sources such as pre-Islamic poetry,
historical works, genealogical texts, and relevant lexicons. The findings

Keywords: indicate that while pre-Islamic Arabs did not consistently use the literal
Ahl al-Bayt; expression Ahl al-Bayt, their language and mentality nurtured the notion
Pre-Islamic Arabia; of special regard for certain prominent families. Initially, this concept had
Tribal System; primarily bloodline and tribal connotations, but over time it gradually
Concept of “Honorable evolved into an element within the social and sometimes cultural
Family”; hierarchy—a development that later gained a new religious and Islamic
Quraysh meaning. Therefore, examining the conceptual evolution of Ahl al-Bayt

from the pre-Islamic period to the advent of Islam plays a crucial role in
understanding the status of the Prophet’s family.
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