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In the fourth century AH, the markets of Baghdad and Nishapur
emerged as central pillars of Islamic civilization, extending beyond
commercial roles to serve as vibrant arenas for social, cultural, and
spiritual exchange. This study, utilizing a descriptive-analytical
methodology and grounded in historical and contemporary sources,
compares the structural and functional dimensions of these markets and
evaluates their contributions to the dynamism of Islamic civilization. In
Baghdad, under the centralized authority of the Abbasid and Buyid
caliphates, markets such as Suq al-Warraqin and Suq al-Sagha
specialized in luxury trade and intellectual production, reflecting a
politico-religious character due to their proximity to the Dar al-Khilafa.
Conversely, Nishapur’s markets, positioned along the Silk Road and
governed by the Samanids, adopted a more open, multicultural
framework, facilitating global trade in textiles and saffron, alongside
extensive knowledge exchange. The presence of Sufis imbued
Nishapur’s markets with a mystical, community-oriented ethos. These
distinctions arose from political factors (Baghdad’s centralization
versus Nishapur’s relative autonomy), geographical settings (the Tigris
River versus the Silk Road), cultural contexts (Baghdad’s politicized
environment versus Nishapur’s diversity), and religious influences
(scholars in Baghdad versus Sufis in Nishapur). The findings highlight
that Islamic markets, by fostering social networks and reinforcing
collective identities, played a pivotal role in the flourishing of Islamic
civilization, offering a framework for analyzing civilizational
institutions.
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