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The rise of Mohammad-Taqi Khan Chahar Lang during the reigns
of Fath-Ali Shah and Mohammad Shah Qajar in southwestern Iran
marked a turning point in the history of social developments among
the Bakhtiari community. Among the various aspects of this
Bakhtiari Khan’s governance, the economic and commercial ideas
and strategies he envisioned for the development and prosperity of
his domain—and the measures he undertook to realize them—are of
particular significance.

This article, using a descriptive—analytical approach, seeks to
answer the primary question: What were Mohammad-Taqgi Khan
Chahar Lang’s most important economic and commercial ideas and
strategies? It appears that after his rise to power, the Khan, on the
one hand, confronted the deteriorated economic conditions of his
territory, and on the other, recognized the exceptional economic
capacities, resources, and wealth of the region. He initially sought
to establish the necessary infrastructure for economic
transformation, development, and prosperity, including ensuring
security and settling nomadic tribes that were essential for
sustainable development. In the next stage, he attempted to reform
the taxation system to address the chaotic fiscal conditions of his
domain. Finally, he endeavored to establish foreign commercial and
economic relations with the British residents of the Persian Gulf
and India, introducing the region’s wealth and potential to them and
encouraging investment and the opening of trade routes. However,
his conflict with the Qajar rulers and his subsequent downfall
ultimately thwarted his economic ideas and strategies.
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