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There is a common view on why and how the Seljuk local and Atabaki dynasties
were formed. This view believes that continuation of dividing tradition in Turks
lands in the Seljuk period caused the sultans of this dynasty transferring parts of
their territory to prominent Turkmen leaders, provide local Seljuk dynasties.
According to this view, the continuation of the Atabaki tradition - which was
basically one of the social institutions of the Turks - during the Seljuk period, led to
military rulers who were overseeing the young Turkish princes and administering
the territories entrusted to them, after weakening the monarchy , By abusing their
position, establish Atabaki dynasties. By criticizing this view, the present article
tries to explain the different patterns of formation of Seljuk local and Atabaki
dynasties through historical analysis. The findings show that despite the fact that the
political and social traditions of the Turks were somehow effective in the formation
of all local and Atabaki Seljuk dynasties, but contrary to popular belief, among the
four local Seljuk dynasties - Seljuk Kerman, Seljuk Sham, Roman Seljuks and Iraqi
Seljuks - only the formation of the Kerman Seljuks conforms to the current pattern.
Also, among the four Atabak dynasties (Zangian of Mosul and Sham, Ildegzian of
Azerbaijan and Aran, Salghories of Fars and Atabaks of Yazd - only Atabaks of
Azerbaijan has been established according to the common view. The other six local
and Atabaki dynasties were formed for religious, economic, military, power
struggles, guarding border, succession crises, or a combination of these factors, on a
completely different pattern.
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Keywords: Sham Seljuks, Central Government, Atabaks of Azerbaijan, Seljuks of
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