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Mohammad Beig, the Grand minister of Shah Abbas II, was a neo-Muslim Armenian who held this position

Abstract

from 1064 to 1071 AH. Babai ibn Lotf's work, one of the Jewish sources of the Safavid period, considers the
reason for Mohammad Beig's dismissal to be religious prejudices and the minister's intolerance towards Jews, and
speaks of the minister's decline in an exaggerated and epic tone. Some sources from the Safavid period are also
influenced by this view, but it seems that the Shah himself was not very interested in this approach, and rather,
Mohammad Beig's arbitrary and unwise actions led to his downfall during the reign of Shah Abbas II. The article,
using a descriptive-analytical method based on a comparative study of historical sources from the Safavid period,
examines the performance of Mohammad Beig during his ministry on the one hand and the attitude of the Safavid
period sources with an emphasis on the aforementioned Jewish source. Accordingly, the main question raised in
the article is to what extent do Babai ibn Lotf's opinions on the factors behind the decline of Mohammad Beig's
power from the ministry of Shah Abbas II (for example, the minister's religious prejudices) correspond to the
Safavid sources? The research hypothesis based on the main question raised is that Mohammad Beig's fanatical
measures in persecuting Jews were among the important factors in the decline of his power, based on the
perspective of this Jewish source and European sources of the Safavid period. However, the main reason;
Mohammad Beig's excessive freedom of action in managing the affairs of the country and his ambitious actions
against political rivals, provided the grounds for his decline and dismissal from the ministry.
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