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Abstract L

Iran is one of the lands that has long been faced with the lack of water and the problem of optimal and
intelligent management of flowing and underground water resources. Historical reports show that Iranians,
at least from the Sassanid era (reign: 224-651 AD) have understood water in line with the agricultural
production system and the financial organization of their government founded an organization called
Kastabazood/ Kastafozood/ Kast afzood (decreasing and increasing) and have managed its extraction,
maintenance and exploitation according to the patterns specified in this organization. Kastabazood, as a
part of Diwan Kharaj (Tax System), with specific management and employees with certain duties, was in
charge of all matters related to water management, and measures the amount of taxes of people in
proportion to the amount and manner of their benefit from flowing or underground water. In this way, the
management and governance of water resources had become part of the official and main missions of the
government. Soon, after Islam, the system continued to exist under the various titles of "Diwan al-Ma'a",
"Diwan al-Nahar" and... The current research, which was carried out using the descriptive and analytical
method, shows that the continuation of this mechanism by various governments, for several centuries in a
row, has actually established a long-standing tradition in water governance by Iranians, which is very
important in today's studies of water management and history.
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