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Abstract Do

Jafar ibn Abi Talib (d. 8 A.H.) played a role as the ambassador of the Prophet of Islam in the case of
the migration of Muslims to Abyssinia. In the context of this migration, the story of his encounter with
Najashi and the Qureish representatives and the debate that took place between him and the ruler of
Abyssinia had a special effect. In this research, which is done in a descriptive and analytical way and based
on the analysis of the text, the answer to this question is sought: What are the main points of Jafar ibn Abi
Talib's speech in the Assembly of Najashi? And how is their analysis?! The findings of the research show
that in this encounter, Jafar spoke with commendable self-confidence and addressed things such as: the
expression of the characteristics of the Prophet, the types of Da'wah of His Holiness, the duties of the
believers in response to the Da'wah of His Holiness. In terms of psychology; He behaved intelligently and,
in this debate, while describing the harsh and inhuman behavior of the Qureish, he put them in the position
of the accused and appreciated the performance of Najashi, and thwarted the plans of the infidels'
representatives. Jafar's breath-taking debate with Najashi has also had positive consequences, including;
Proving the authenticity of Islam, humiliating and defeating the Qureish representatives, converting the

king of Abyssinia and some of its people to Islam, and spreading the religion of Islam in this land.
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1935.
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Africa from the Seventh to the Eleventh Century

tury witnessed the collapse of Himyarite culture. The Sassanids of Persia
took control of the Arabian Peninsula and clashed with Byzantines for con-
trol of the Red Sea trade.® This deprived Axum of some of its outlets.

The situation also changed in the north-west of the kingdom, which the
local text calls ‘Soba-Noba’. Alodia, Mukurra and Nobadia formed Chris-
tianized states with which it can be assumed that Axum still had links.

The beginning of the seventh century marked a turning point for the
kingdom of Axum. A page in the history of Axumite power was turned.
Another age was to begin, that of its decline, for which documentary evi-
dence is rarer, although this does not mean that it is non-existent. The
Axumite towns continued for an as yet undetermined period. This we
know from archacology. The coins found on the sites at Axum, Matara and
Adulis tell us the names of the kings who reigned during the seventh cen-
tury and certainly part of the eighth: Ella-Gabaz, Anacb, Armah, Yathlia,
Za Ya-Abiyo, La Madhen, Wazena, Ghersem and Hataza. Their heads on
the coins are surrounded by inscriptions in Ge’ez, still the liturgical
language today. The reverse sides of the coins bear the Christian cross.

Ella-Gabaz and Armah are mentioned in Byzantine and Arab chronicles.
According to al-Tabari, Ella-Gabaz was the grandfather of Armah. Coins
from the reign of Armah are numerous at the archaeological sites
(Plate 19.1). He is shown sitting on a ceremonial seat.?

In about 615, during the reign of King Armah, or more probably that of
his father, Ella-Tsaham, a significant event took place. Some followers of
Muhammad whose lives were threatened found refuge at the court of
Axum where they were favourably received. As the Prophet had told him,
‘if you are in Abyssinia, you will find a king under whom no one is per-
secuted. It is a land of justice where God will grant you relief from your
troubles’. When the chicfs of Mecca, enemics of the Prophet, asked that
the fugitives should be handed back to them, the king refused to satisfy
their demands, considering that the religion of his guests was not without
resemblance to the Christian faith which he practised. In addition, the law
of hospitality had to be observed.®

The seventh century marked the birth and growth of Islam. Arab unity
was to be shaped around Muhammad. Islam gradually spread along the
edge of the Red Sea. The favourable attitude of the first Muslims towards
the Axumite kingdom lasted only a relatively short time. There were
increasing clashes. The Axumites made incursions on to the Arab coast,
provoking retaliatory action from the Muslims. In the eighth century, the
Muslims occupied the Dahlak Islands which were part of the empire of
Axum. Tombs have been discovered there with epitaphs carved in Kufic
script. One of these is the epitaph of Mubarak, the founder of the dynasty,

6. Cf. N. V. Pigulevskaya, 1969.
7. C. Conti Rossini, 1928, Vol. 1, pp. 205—10.
8. ibid., p. 262; cf. also Chapter 26 below.
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contact. He probably gained a tavorable impression ot Ethiopians
from knowledge of Aksumite opposition to Jews and Persians in
South Arabia. The Koran provides evidence of Mohammed's knowl-
edge of Ethiopia and contains over 200 words which appear to be
derived from Ge'ez.*

As Mohammed developed his mission, he fell into difficulties
with the Quraish clan who controlled Mecca’s holiest shrine, the
Kaaba. Some of his followers felt endangered and decided to flee.
He advised them, according to an oft-recounted tradition: “If you
were to go to Abyssinia, it would be better for you until such time as
Allah shall relieve you from your distress, for the king there will not
tolerate injustice and it is a friendly country.™ The first group of
twelve men and five women fled across the Red Sea and reached
Aksum in 616. Mohammed's daughter Rakiya and her husband were
among them. A second group followed the next year, led by a cousin
of the Prophet. Envoys sent by the Quraish to Aksum to persuadc
the Najashi Ashama ibn Abjar to send the Muslims back to Arabia
were unsuccessful. One of these Muslims is reported to have accom-
panied the Najashi on a military expedition to the Nile from which
the emperor returned victorious. A later Islamic tradition alleges
that the Najashi was so impressed by the refugees that he himself
became a secret convert to the new faith.*

In the sixth year after the Hejira (628) Mohammed himself, now
in authority, sent an emissary to Ethiopia to request the return of

* Ibid., p. 181,
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